Robert Løken – Walking the Great Wall of China

Photography education from Norway and USA

Has worked as an IT consultant in the banking and financial industry in Norway

Age 41

Expected length: between 5000 and 6000 kilometres

Temperature ranges: Between plus 40 in the shade and minus 20 (so far)

Expected duration: One year. I am behind schedule due to extreme conditions

Previous expeditions Kayaked solo from the most Southern point of Norway to the most Northern (The North Cape), walked the entire length Great Britain, walked for two months along the Great Wall.

When I was 19 years old, I walked along Hadrian's wall in Northern England. At a youth hostel, I saw six pictures of the Great Wall of China with the text: “The other wall”. This planted a small dream in my heart of walking the entire Great Wall of China.

21 years later, I sold my house and most of my belongings. I quit my job and set out to follow my dream.

April 2009 I started walking the Great Wall from the West in Jiayuguan of Gansu province. After only a few months I experienced terribly high temperatures of 40 C in the shade. The only problem was that there was no shade in the desert! I have been attacked by dogs, scorpions and a snake bit my walking stick. I brought more than ten litres of water to manage the longest stretch through the desert, and was out of water before I found a place to resupply.

I am currently in Shanxi province. The challenge now is that the temperature at night frequently dips below minus 20 C. When walking the Great Wall I spend most of my nights in a small tent. So to say the least I have experienced a lot of very cold nights. Lately I have been weather bound because of freezing cold conditions.

Along the Great Wall I have seen China in a very different way than most Westerners. I have met lots of Chinese that have never seen a person with white skin before, experienced fantastic hospitality under trying times and been invited to spend the night at Chinese homes along the Great Wall.

I like to tell my story through my pictures on www.picturesfromchina.com 

Contact: thegreatwallker@gmail.com
More contact information
